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Asset Alliance of Georgia

……dedicated to improving opportunities for asset development among Georgians with disabilities.

OVERVIEW

The Asset Alliance of Georgia was formed from an expressed need to address the barriers that currently inhibit Georgians with disabilities, their families and caregivers from accessing and maintaining financial assets.  Lead agencies on this initiative include Credit-Able, the Governor’s Council on Developmental Disabilities, and the National Disability Institute.  AAG's members represent government agencies, financial institutions, asset development organizations, and disability service providers.

MEMBERS

	Atlanta Micro Fund
	Marvin Bryant

	Bobby Dodd Institute
	Sheila Zipf

	Brain and Spinal Cord Injury Trust Fund Commission
	Lori Rosichan

	Credit-Able
	Jackie Wilks-Weathers; Natalie Wilkins; Daphne Brookins

	CU of Georgia
	Douglas Rozan; Teri Correll

	FDIC
	Tom Stokes

	GA Department of Community Affairs
	Janet Jordan; Scott Walker

	GA DOL/Tools for Life
	Joy Kniskern; Carolyn Phillips

	Georgia Consortium for Personal Financial Literacy
	Nancy Schwartzmiller

	Georgia Office of Developmental Disabilities
	Stephen Hall

	GMEN
	PC Williams

	Goodwill of North Georgia
	Yvonne Days-Cuffie

	Governor's Council on Developmental Disabilities
	Eric Jacobson; Pat Nobbie; Bruce Lindemann;  Dottie Adams

	IRS
	Amelia Dalton; Marion Lee

	IRS/SPEC
	Richard Keeling; Ron Smith

	National Disability Institute
	Michael Morris

	Partnerships for Success
	Colleen Lambert; Cindy Saylor

	Prosperity Campaign - Atlanta Community Food Bank
	Carter Elliot

	Reynoldstown Revitalization Corp.
	Tia McCoy

	Shepherd Center 
	Curtis Rogers

	Statewide Independent Living Council
	Pat Puckett

	Social Security
	Steve Mickens

	Southeast Disability and Business Technical Assistance Center (DBTAC)
	Pamela Williamson

	SunTrust Bank
	Courtney Smith

	Tommy Nobis Center
	Stephanie Harris; Stephen Brown


PRELIMINARY FINDINGS (from the first Asset Alliance Meeting held on August 2, 2007)

Summary:

· There is a general lack of knowledge about asset development strategies and opportunities for PWD

· This is a lack of understanding of how to reach the disability community to participate in these asset building opportunities

· There is a lack of awareness between public, private, and nonprofit organizations about what asset building resources are available and how to access them

· There are a number of policy issues that create barriers to asset development for PWD (asset limits for major entitlement programs such as Medicaid and social security)

Opportunities:

· Both the disability and asset building communities want to learn more about each other in an effort to foster new relationships resulting in customized asset building opportunities for PWD

Focus Areas:

· Policy Development – evaluate current state and federal policies that are hindering asset accumulation for PWD including, but not limited to:

· Social security and Medicaid asset limits

· Federal and state support for IDA to include Assistive Technology and/or vehicles

· Integrating financial literacy into transition plans and/or curriculum for youth with disabilities

· Capacity Building – how can we expand opportunities with existing asset building providers and initiatives (financial education, EITC/VITA, IDA’s, homeownership, and micro enterprise) to PWD?

· Outreach, Education, and Training – how can we weave asset building into the day-to-day service delivery models already in existence?





To RSVP or to request additional information about the Asset Alliance, please email 


Natalie Wilkins – � HYPERLINK "mailto:natalie@credit-able.org" ��natalie@credit-able.org�


Or


Jackie Wilks-Weathers – � HYPERLINK "mailto:jackie@credit-able.org" ��jackie@credit-able.org�
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